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FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENT 

 

September 6, 2010—Labor Day 

October 2, 2010—Marathon for Nonpublic 

Education 

October 9, 2010—State Soccer Challenge 

October 23, 2010—4th Degree Exemplifica-

tion @ Owatonna 

November 12-14, 2010—Special Olympics 

Fall Classic Bowling 

December 3-5, 2010—Midwinter Meeting @ 

Bloomington 
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òI Am My Brotherõs Keeper!ó 

 

By:  Father Richard Colletti,  

State Chaplain 

 

Inspiring and humbling are the adjectives I would use to describe my experience of 

the 128th Supreme Convention of the Knights of Columbus  in Washington D.D. 

last month.   It was an honor for me to join with the other State Chaplains, and with 

Brother Knights and their families from around the world. The theme of the confer-

ence of our Fraternal Year 2010/11 is from Genesis 4:9 "I Am My Brother's 

Keeper," which is so fitting with our fraternity's  four core principles of the Order:   

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.  I was inspired by the beautiful Masses 

we celebrated each day and humbled by the generosity of the many good works that 

happen throughout the world because as Knights we know that we are our brother's 

keeper. I experienced many examples and stories of faith. I heard at the convention 

over and over of the ways the Knights reach out and minister to our sisters and 

brothers, especially what they are in need.   

 
At our opening Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-

ception, the Most Reverend Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, was the 

principle celebrant and homilist, where over 2,000 Knights of Columbus, wives and 

family members gathered in worship. The Mass began with the procession of over 

180 Fourth Degree Knights in full regalia as the honor guard for the attending bish-

ops, priests and deacons. It was quite a glorious site. Concelebrants included Cardi-

nals Sean O'Malley of Boston; Justin Rigali of Philadelphia; Gaudencio Rosales of 

Manila, Philippines; Jaime Ortega y Alamino of Havana, Cuba; Theodore McCar-

rick, archbishop emeritus of Washington, D.C., and two retired U.S. cardinals who 

served at the Vatican, William Baum and Edmund Szoka. 

 
This challenging theme for this year's convention, was the central focus for 

Archbishop Wuerl's homily.  He spoke eloquently of the challenges the Knights of 

Columbus embrace as we continue to maintain our tradition of service in the name 

of Christ expressed through his love.  Archbishop Wuerl reminded us that our ser-

vice is a visible expression of the New Evangelization championed by both Pope 

John Paul II and Pope Benedict who have often spoke of the words of Jesus, "Don't 

be afraid." 

 
In his Annual Report of the Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, quoted from Pope 

Benedict's first encyclical, "God is Love" in his address:   that ñFor the church, 

charity . . . is a part of her nature, an indispensible expression of her very being.ò 

For the men who are Knights of Columbus, we offer an opportunity for so deepen-

ing the practice of our faith, that charity becomes such a part of our nature that we 

may truly say, ñI Am My Brother's Keeper.ò  The Supreme Knight highlighted 

many of the ways the Knights have been responsible in the world as "our brother's 

keeper." 

 
We can carry this theme ñI Am My Brother's Keeperò  into all our fraternal and 

parish activities that so often being in a flurry of events during this month of Sep-

tember. This call to service and love of God and neighbor will help us keep our pri-

orities in line with the core principles of the Order:   Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 

Patriotism. 

Fall Bowling Classic 
 

Over the past 18 years, the Minnesota Knights have been the Title Sponsor for the 

Special Olympics Fall Bowling Classic.  This yearôs Fall Classic will be held on 

November 12, 13, and 14.  Volunteers are needed!  Please check your calendars 

now and save these dates for a remarkable and memorable family volunteer oppor-

tunity!  

 

For 2010, our venue sites have changed due to the continued growth of this event.  

This yearôs venues we will be in Lakeville, Blaine, and Brooklyn Park.  This change 

will require more volunteers from the knights as well as their families.   For volun-

teer information, please contact your District Deputies or Marc Peters at 651-482-

8771.  They have been provided information on the locations and number of volun-

teers needed.  What an amazing opportunity for your councils to support the com-

munity!  We thank you in advance for your help to make this event a success again 

this year  

The Knights of Columbus have an-

nounced that a world-wide Rosary will 

be prayed on Wednesday, September 8 

at 8 PM CST.  Catholics throughout the 

world are invited to pray the special Ro-

sary, which will include meditations on 

the sacraments and the apparitions of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

 

The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 

La Crosse will serve as a host for the 

event.  Pilgrims at the Shrine in La 

Crosse will join in prayer with pilgrims 

at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

in Mexico City, Mexico, via live video 

link.        

 
The event schedule follows: 

7:10 PM - Candlelight Procession from 

Pilgrim Center to Shrine Church 

 

7:30 PM - Introduction to the Special 

Rosary 

 

8:00 PM - Rosary  

 
An optional light dinner will be served in 

the Culina Mariana at 6:00 PM 

(reservations required).  

 

For additional information, please visit 

the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupeôs 

website at www.guadaulpeshrine.org. 
or contact: 

Jack Socha 

Manager of External Communications 

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

(608) 782 5440 

Shrine to 

Host Special 

Rosary 
 

By:  Ricardo Acevedo, 

State Deputy 

http://www.guadaulpeshrine.org/
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Look Over Your 

òStuffó 
 

By:  Craig Larson, State Secretary 

Thoughts to Share 

 
By:  Joe Konrardy, State Treasurer 

Check out our web-site: 

www.mnknights.org 

St. Michael The 

Archangel, 

Defend Us  In Battle 

 
By:  Father Ryan Moravitz, 

Associate State Chaplain 

 Wheelchair Fund is Rolling 

A few years back, the Supreme Council of the 

Knights of Columbus began to promote a wheel-

chair donation program.  The program has since 

grown to a full-fledged program with 501c3 taxa-

tion status by the name of the America Wheel-

chair Mission. For a donation of $150.00, a 

wheelchair is donated and delivered in the name 

of or memory of a person at your direction.  

Since the initial beginnings of the program in 

2003, over 20,000 wheelchairs have been do-

nated to remote parts of the world.  These wheel-

chairs bring true quality of life to many in ways 

weôll never know.   

 
In 2007, the program received marketing support 

via Wheelchair Sunday promotion.  Here, on a 

designated weekend, a special collection was 

encouraged to assist in collecting funds.  Local 

Councils were also encouraged to hold pancake 

breakfasts and other events in support of this 

cause.  Holding a Wheelchair Sunday might be 

that one extra event you have been looking to add 

this year.  And just think, it could be associated 

with a Membership Drive! 

 
In support of the program, videos are on line as 

well as other materials that one could download 

and make available.  A donation form as well the 

videos and materials can be obtained at: http://

amwheelchair.org/knights.html.  You can also 

find helpful info on the Supreme web site at 

www.kofc.org/wheelchair.  Or look back this 

Juneôs issue where the lead article features this 

program as our Supreme Knight Carl Anderson is 

seen assisting in the delivery of close to 2000 

wheelchairs to the people in need in Haiti who 

were amputees.  Are you not proud to be a 

Knight and be associated with these types of pro-

grams?  I sure am. 

 

Only Two Left 

These are the words my field agent, David No-

vak, said to me in a recent email.  The subject 

line caught my eye so I opened it before several 

other work related ones a few days ago.  Low and 

behold, your Knights of Columbus Insurance 

Company is 1 of only 2 companies that now have 

received the highest honor in the insurance indus-

try.  Remember last couple of years, we were 1 

of 5 companies?  Well, the recession must have 

hit a few of the others very hard and they have 

dropped off the ñHighestò rating category.  I have 

always felt good about my investment in KC In-

surance.  Give your field agent a call to see what 

a great way to plan your future is all about. 

On September 29 we celebrate the feast of Saints 

Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, archangels.  The 

archangels are mentioned in Sacred Scripture as 

one of the nine orders of angels (Isa. 6:2; Gen. 

3:24; Col. 1:6; Eph. 1:21; Rom. 8:38).  The arch-

angels are those who are sent to protect Godôs 

people in defending them against evil and sin.  

They are a powerful source in the midst of the 

spiritual life.  As we walk as men of God and 

families of Christ we need help, protection, and 

assistance from many.  The archangels aid us in 

our journey of faith to the throne of God.   

 

I was recently introduced to the Chaplet of St. Mi-

chael the Archangel.  It is a powerful intercessory 

prayer for any man seeking to follow the Lord.  I 

encourage you to look for it and begin praying it 

on a weekly basis.  As Knights we need the 

strength and courage to move forward in the field 

and walk boldly the path of Christ.  Just as any 

team of men on the road together, the more pow-

erful the allies we can build the stronger we stand 

together.  We need to continue to bring these great 

instruments of Godôs protection and strength to 

our aid in all of our endeavors.  

 

There are nine salutations in the Chaplet of St. 

Michael, each in honor of one of the nine orders 

of angels.  Here are what some of the salutations 

ask for:  ñLord make us worthy to burn with the 

fire of perfect charityéLord grant us the grace to 

leave the ways of sin and run in the paths of 

Christian perfectionéLord give us perseverance 

in faith and in all good works in order that we may 

attain the glory of Heaven.ò  Find the Chaplet of 

St. Michael and the beads for it.  Let us pray as 

men and as families for the assistance of such a 

great creation of our Heavenly Father  

Sir Knight Robert Mathewson has been appointed 

District Master for the Fourth Degree District of 

Minnesota effective September 1, 2010-2012.  He 

may be contacted at:: 

 

Robert Mathewson, District Master 

1001 105th Avenue NW 

Coon Rapids, MN   55433 

Phone:  763-754-2892 

 

This is a reminder that the Fall Exemplification 

will be held on October 23, 2010, in Owatonna, 

MN.  Start recruiting if you have not and please 

get your registrations in in a timely manner. 

 

District Master Robert and Lady Nancy look for-

ward to greeting and meeting you in Owatonna. 

New District Master  

Appointed for Minnesota 

Several things have occurred over the past few 

weeks which have given me a lot to think about. 

My mother died July 27, just as we were preparing 

to go to the Supreme Convention. My focus went 

from making sure we packed everything we needed 

to preparations for a funeral and all that goes along 

with the death of a loved one. The time flew by as 

there was so much to do. It was comforting to 

know there were brother knights everywhere pray-

ing for our family as we rushed to get things done. 

We still made it to the convention, just a few days 

later than planned. 

 

This past weekend was spent with family members 

trying to decide what to do with all of the ñstuffò 

mom and dad acquired over the 50+ years of living 

on the farm. Their basement is like a museum of 

our family.  Now Mary Jo understands why I never 

want to throw anything away.  Itôs heredity.  

 
So, how much ñstuffò does your council have hid-

ing in the basement? Are there old pictures, 

plaques, awards laying in a shoebox? Does anyone 

even know what is in the old ñbox of stuff?ò Now 

would be a great time to visit with some of the 

older members about the guys in the picture or ñI 

remember when we got the award foréééò At 

some point all of these things will be just some old 

stuff.  Donôt wait until nobody can remember back 

when. Tempus Fugit Memento Mori 

 
Per capita checks continue to pour into my mail-

box. As of today over 50% of the per capita has 

come in. Thank you to the councils that have sent 

in their payments. 

 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, memorials and 

expressions of sympathy over the past month. Itôs 

great to be a Knight! 

Membership Notes 
By:  Jim Burkhart, State Membership Chairman 

 

 

As summer winds down I hope your families had a 

fun-filled one.  Now, most of the Councils and 

Auxiliaries have started the new fiscal year, and it's 

time to get back to work a little bit! 

  

The State has started the Grand Knights seminar, 

and hopes to be finished by the end of the 

month.  Our goal is to have every Grand Knight, 

Deputy Grand Knight, and their Ladies attend.  If 

you have not attended please call your Regional 

Membership Chairman to find out when the next 

available one is.  Because this is a Family organiza-

tion the ladies are welcomed to come for two rea-

sons. 

  

1)  You will get to know what is expected of your 

husband, so you can support him throughout the 

year. 

  

2)  We need and welcome your input into the 

Knights of Columbus, so we can make this 

a stronger family organization. 

  

Your regional Membership Chairman should have 

informed you of your goals for membership, and 

what he expects from your council.  If not please 

get  a hold of him. 

          State Soccer Challenge 

 
 

They shoot!  They score!  The Knights of Colum-

bus Soccer Challenge is designed for players to 

demonstrate the most basic of soccer skills ï the 

penalty kick.  The soccer goal is divided into a se-

ries of five scoring zones, with a point value given 

to each section.  Each individual is given 15 pen-

alty kicks; his or her total number of points will be 

awarded depending upon the scoring zones that 

were hit.  The Soccer Challenge is open to all boys 

and girls in the community ages 10-14. 

 

Your Council Challenge should be scheduled in 

early to mid September. 

 

Your District Challenge should be scheduled for 

mid to late September.   

 

The State Challenge is scheduled for Saturday, Oc-

tober 9 in Coon Rapids. 

(Registration is at 11:00am with Kick Off starting 

by 12 noon.) 

 

Contact::  Tom Courchene,  State Soccer Challenge 

Chairman  at 952-465-7122 with questions. 

Keep Christ in 

Christmas  

Card Orders 

 
Contact PSD Phil Harter at 763-

208-1483 to place your order. 

http://amwheelchair.org/knights.html
http://amwheelchair.org/knights.html
http://www.kofc.org/wheelchair
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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Date       Location   1st Degree  2nd Degree     3rd Degree        Host DD                    Phone # 

09/11/10    Sacred Heart/Baudette             10 a.m../Lourdes  12 noon/Lourdes    Korzendorfer       Joe Kuznia  218-386-2111 

10/02/10    Cathedral/St. Paul             No First Degree                    2:00 p.m./Bob Nichols   Columbus       Dave DuPaul                651-290-2920 

10/09/10   KC Hall/Hastings             9:00 a.m./1600               10:30 a.m./Fr. John Deere    So. Suburban       Milbert Meier  952-270-1389 

10/23/10    Fourth Degree Exemplification at Owatonna 

10/30/10   St. Peterôs/North St. Paul            9:00 a.m./4145               10:30 a.m./Bob Nichols         Metro        Mike Schilling 651-738-3626 

11/20/10   KC Hall/Owatonna             10 a.m   12 Noon/St. Ignatius    So. Suburban       Joe Elbert  507-279-4015 

11/20/10   St. Francis De Sales/Moorhead   9:30 a.m./12561  11 a.m./Lourdes     Korzendorfer       Rick Morgan  701-251-9969 

11/21/10   St. Maryôs Cathedral/St. Cloud   9:30 a.m.   11 a.m./Bishop Speltz    Columbus       Charles McCarthy      320-253-2086   

 

If you wish to host or have requested a major degree and do not see it here, please contact Dave Whatmuff, Director of Ceremonials (763) 420-4995, e-mail 

KCDegreesMN@gmail.com.  If you plan to bring candidates to any exemplification, contact the host DD with the number of candidates via e-mail (DDxxMNKnights.org).  

To see a complete schedule of degrees, check the ceremonials web-site at kcdegreesmn@embarqspace.com.  

   

 

EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE 

State Warden Tidbits 
By:  Ray Wojtysiak 

The Supreme Convention came to a close for an-

other year while the State of Minnesota did a great 

job of hosting the Knights of Columbus Interna-

tional Camporee. Jan and I had the opportunity to 

represent the MN State KC Officers at the cam-

poree in Zumbrota where approximately 120 

camper units from across the nation attended the 

event. The Minnesota KCIC host committee 

(chaired by PSD Matt Brletich) did a remarkable 

job providing well orchestrated games, food and 

spiritual direction. The weather was just as fantas-

tic as the social events. The KCIC will be held in 

Monticello, Iowa next year. We are looking for-

ward to attending the State KC Camporee in Or-

tonville the end of August.  

 

Summer is nearly over, the kidôs are headed back 

to school, and some of the councils are preparing 

for their first meeting of the fraternal year. Two 

valuable months of this year are now history and 

we are now going to have to play catch up. Do 

you have your budget and your program goals 

planned for the year? Do you have a full slate of 

officers and directors? This is an important reason 

to recruit new members so that the same people 

are not constantly called on to run the programs 

over and over. How will you meet your member-

ship goals? Have you asked someone new to join 

with you in all of the fun and rewarding things the 

Knights do? Invite every eligible Catholic man to 

join us in all that we do! 

Your Role As A Catholic Voter 
By:  Pat & Deb Larson, Prolife Chaircouple 

 

November is a few months away, and by the time 

this goes to press several primary elections may 

have occurred.  In case not all primaries have 

occurred, remember there are 2 election dates, 

the primary date and the general election date on 

November, 2.  While traveling this month we 

came across some excellent thoughts on voting as 

Catholics this coming election.  We will attempt 

to highlight some of these thoughts which come 

from the Kansas Catholic Conference. 

 

We should remember that not all public policy 

issues are equally important to Catholics.  While 

most political issues have a moral dimension, 

there are a select number of issues currently be-

ing debated that directly involve matters of in-

trinsic moral evil: abortion, embryonic stem cell 

research, euthanasia, assisted suicide.  As Cardi-

nal Ratzinger explained before he became Pope 

Benedict XVI: ñNot all moral issues have the 

same moral weight as abortion and euthanasiaé

There may be a legitimate diversity among 

Catholics about waging war and applying the 

death penalty, but not however with regard to 

abortion and euthanasiaò.  A pretty powerful 

message, and one that is at the cornerstone in our 

positions as Knights on those issues. 

 

The last 10 months have seen the hotly debated 

Health Care Reform measure pass, and the final 

version being one that Catholic Church, long a 

supporter for reform of our nationôs health care 

system, has serious questions and concerns on. 

The reason being that it opens the door to tax-

payer financing of abortion, fails to respect con-

science rights, and is deficient in the treatment of 

immigrants.  The new law uses federal funds to 

subsidize health plans that cover abortions, a de-

parture from 30 years of federal policy.   

 

As the election rhetoric begins to heat up heading 

into November, take advantage of the many ways 

available to learn a candidateôs position on these 

non ï negotiable moral principles. This can be as 

easy as reading newspaper or magazine articles, 

looking up their views on the internet, or study-

ing one of the many printed candidate surveys 

that are distributed at election time. 

 

Remember that each vote is important, and your 

vote as a Catholic is even more critical this year. 

 

Way to Go Minnesota Knights 

 

At this writing the State Ultrasound account has 

$10,000!!  I am sure Ricardo will update the 

status, way to go. 

Help Wanted 
By:  Bob Penas, State Program Director 

 
ñThe only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today.  Let us move forward with 

strong and active faith.ò  Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

 

The Minnesota State Council needs your help.  We have two positions that need to be filled. 

1)  Wheelchair Mission Chairman. 

The primary responsibility of this position is to promote this program that was initiated by the Supreme 

Council.  Promotional material is available from the Supreme Council or online at the K of C website at 

kofc.org. 

 

2)   Council Forms and Reports Chairman 

The primary responsibility of this position is to help Councils and District Deputies to complete all nec-

essary forms and reports that need to be submitted throughout the year.  You would need to contact 

DDôs and Grand Knights as needed and be available to help with any question they have on the forms. 

 

If you have any questions or are interested in either of these positions, please contact me at    320-327-

2122 or email at programdirector@mnknights.org. 

Ceremonials Update    
By:  Dave Whatmuff, Ceremonials Chairman 

 
I would like to announce that we are planning a 

ñspecialò exemplification this Fall at the Cathedral 

of St. Paul on Saturday October 2nd. 

 

When I say ñspecialò I mean that we want to put 

back into the degrees that feeling of 

ñaccomplishmentò which should be the reward of 

every Catholic man reaching the goal of full 

Knighthood. 

 
It has been suggested that by having all three de-

grees in one day, the candidates are rushed 

through, without having time to ponder on the 

meaning of the three principles of the order, espe-

cially that of Charity, the founding principle of 

our order. We wish also to emphasize that the 

Knights of Columbus is a family organization, and 

we appreciate that every member needs the sup-

port and encouragement of his spouse in order to 

be an effective Knight. In an attempt to achieve 

these goals, we are arranging the following: 

 

1. The exemplification will be only 2nd and 3rd 

degree, starting at            2pm é there will be a 

number of 1st degrees arranged during the month 

of September in preparation. 
 
2. The degree will be followed by a dinner at 

5:30, to which wives and    families are invited. 
 
3. The high point of the day will be 7pm Mass at 

the Cathedral for all Knights and families, and 

the new Knights will receive a special bless-

ing from the celebrant. 

 
We hope to provide some event for the families 

during the time of the exemplification (2pm to 

5pm), but this is still to be decided. 

I encourage all members to attend the degree, es-

pecially those having candidates, and strongly en-

courage you to stay for the full day including 

Mass. 

 

We hope to have a good attendance of State Offi-

cers and staff, and, if this trial is successful, make 

this an annual State event. 

Convention Bids 

NEEDED:  A council to host the 2012 State KC 

Convention to be held May 18-20, 2012. 

Please contact the State KC Office at 320-587-

0747  or via e-mail at : 

adminassistant@mnknights.org to indicate your 

interest or to receive a set of convention hosting 

guidelines.  Bids are needed by October 4, 2010! 

School Begins 

Be aware of  

students crossing 

the streets 

mailto:programdirector@mnknights.org
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E. Central  & NE   Metro Area    
Jim Szczech, General Agent  Dale Robinson, General Agent 

2 Second Avenue S., Suite 145  3881 Highland Ave. 

Sauk Rapids, MN  56379   White Bear Lake, MN  55110 

PH:  320-252-7173   PH:  651-757-4400 

 

Southern MN    W. Central & NW 

Aaron J. Jelinek, General Agent  LeRoy Mathern, General Agent 

PO Box 1018    1903 Aga Drive, Suite 550 

Prior Lake, MN  55372   Alexandria, MN   56308  

PH:  952-513-8784   PH:  320-763-8228 

 

IN MEMORY OF THE  
FOLLOWING RECENTLY DECEASED  

 

INSURANCE CORNER  

For these we pray: 

 

Albany #3628 

  Roger Spanier 

Albert Lea #1590 

  Milton E. Stout 

  Dennis L.  Raleigh 

Apple Valley #9096 

  John P. Sauber 

  John O. Antonsen 

Austin #1201 

  Earl A., Holdgrafer 

Blue Earth #1836 

  Joseô Ibanez 

Cold Spring #5344 

  Joseph Willenbring 

Crystal #3656 

  William Starmack 

  John F. Seifert 

  Vincent Williams 

  John L. Peluf 

  Arthur C. Kraemer 

  Armand Boiseclair 

  Bernard Lang 

Detroit Lakes #3166 

  Bernard J. Revering 

Duluth #6783 

  Rev. James W. Scheuer 

Fairmont #1575 

  Darold D. Delton 

International Falls #1540 

  John B. Roche 

  William T. Fulton 

Janesville #8184 

  Pat Ryan 

Medford #4909 

  Richard L. Willette 

 

 

Millerville #1995 

  William C. Frederickson 

Nashwauk #5283 

  Dennis C. Metzer 

Pierz #3982 

  Gilbert Maus 

Pipestone #1613 

  Robert P. Nelson 

Red Wing #1223 

  Clarence W. Miller 

  Kenneth E. Besetzny 

Rice #9138 

  David Schlangen 

Richmond #8303 

  Ray Silvers 

Sauk Centre #4863 

  Allison Minette 

  Donald Meier 

  Kenneth P. Stepan 

Sauk Rapids #11346 

  John R, Gebhaedt 

St. Paul East #4374 

  Paul Donlin 

  Kenenth Aitkins 

  Robert Prybella 

West St. Paul #4184 

  Milton E. Witt 

Willmar #2764 

  James Schnell 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARIES: 

Please submit names of deceased 

members to: 

Richard Hirschfelt 

9700 45th Avenue N.  Apt. #305 

Plymouth, MN   55442 

E-mail:  

rhirschfelt1945@yahoo.com 
 

A Council Retention Committee    
By:  Jim Kelly, State retention Chairman 

Do you have any nonactive members in your council? Do you know why 

theyôre not coming around anymore? What should you be doing about it? 

 

The council board of trustees is comprised of the grand knight and 3 trus-

tees. Besides having the responsibility of filling out the semi-annual audit 

form, these people, along with the deputy grand knight, who also serves 

as the retention chairman, make up the council retention committee. 

 

The retention committee is responsible for determining the causes of sus-

pensions, and for addressing the needs of individual members in danger 

of becoming suspended. Here are some suggestions to keep in mind as a 

committee: 

 

¶ The retention committee should contact nonactive members before 

they become delinquent in their dues to determine reasons for lack of par-

ticipation. 

¶ Before it goes into a ñNotice of Intent to Suspendò and after the sec-
ond notice from the financial secretary, the retention chairman should call 

a meeting of the retention committee to review the situation of each delin-

quent member. Personal contact must be made. They should decide which 

committee member will contact who. The committee should also suggest 

solutions acceptable to both the member and the council. Remember, a 

memberôs financial problem is not a good excuse for suspension. 

¶ Withdrawal is an option, but only as a last resort before suspension. 

The member must write a reason for withdrawal in his own handwriting, 

signed and dated with membership number, and returned to Supreme 

through the financial secretary. NO Form 100 is required. 

¶ A member is still a member in good standing even though he hasnôt 
paid his dues and is an asset to the council. 

The district deputy normally does not get involved until he receives the 

ñNotice of Intent to Suspend, Form 1845. Of course, he is should always 

be available to advise! 

 
This committee should make recommendations to the council for changes 

based on information gathered from delinquent/suspended members. By 

doing so, your entire council membership will more clearly understand 

what it takes to meet the needs and interests of its current members. 

POWER OF 10 ñ Why/How  
 

Power of 10: The Power of 10 is a monthly membership program that promotes 

new membership recruitment, membership retention, and participation in coun-

cil programs.  

 

Development Phase: July - August  
* Council Grand Knight along with his Council Membership Director and 

Council Program Director selects 10 Power of 10 Chairmen to lead each of the 

councilôs 10 teams. The chairman of these teams can be either an elected or se-

lected council officer or they may chose dynamic recruiters. A co-chairman is 

recommended to assist with the recruiting and retention activities as well as im-

plementing the 

councilôs programs and charities.  

* Every member of the council is assigned to a council team. Teams are com-

prised of active and current inactive members. The objective of this process is 

to make sure that the entire council membership is assigned to a Power of 10 

Team. Ideally teams should not be comprised of more than 20 members. Coun-

cils may form additional teams if needed.  

* Once the teams have been established the Chairmen sends to each of his team 

members a Membership Interest Survey. This survey will help the chairman to 

determine which council programs the member and his family is most likely to 

participate in.  

 

Power of 10 Teams Objectives: September – June  
* Starting in the month of September each team is required to recruit one new 

member. Teams are allowed to determine what recruitment tool they chose to 

use. Suggested recruitment programs are:  

1.  One on One or Two on One, asking a Catholic gentleman to join. 

This tactic encourages the recruitment of family members, friends, 

neighbors, or co-workers.  
2.  Invitation Program. Sending an invitation to fellow parishionerôs 

team members may encounter while attending Sunday Mass or other 

parish functions.  
3.  Shinning Armor Award, adapting this program for new members as 

well as current team members. Special council award given to teams 

that achieve 100% of members earning the Shinning Armor Award.  
4.  Welcome back Brother Program: Inviting inactive insurance and 

former members to rejoin the Order.  
¶ Current council members that are inactive are to be contacted each quarter 

either by the team leader or a designated team member. This insures that 

members who do attend council meetings are kept informed of council ac-

tives.  
* An active team member who participate in council activities and attends 

council meetings regularly, suddenly fails to show-up at council functions 

are to be immediately contacted by a Power of 10 Team member. The team 

member is to determine if a family crisis has created a hardship within the 

family structure and then offer to assist his Brother Knight remembering the 

principle of the Order, Charity.  

 
Power of 10 Membership Program:  
* Every team recruits one new member each month. Each team should maintain 

positive membership growth.  
* Teams that lose members due to suspensions or withdrawals should recruit 

additional members so they may maintain positive membership growth.  
* Smaller councils with less than 50 members may reduce the number of Power 

of 10 Teams to 5; each team will still be comprised of 10 members.  
* Larger councils are encouraged to increase the amount Power of 10 Teams 

formed. Councils over 500 ï 1000 should have at least 15 teams, councils over 

1000 should form 20 teams. Adding additional teams in larger councils insures 

that every member will have some type of personal contact with the council.  
* Any member who falls in arrears in paying his dues is immediately contacted 

by a fellow team member. This procedure will insure that no member is sus-

pended due to financial hardship.  
* Teams participating in the Fall and Spring Blitz Membership Drives may use 

these membership campaigns to attain their goals if recruitment has not been 

positive, or they may use the Blitz Membership Drives as a bonus recruitment 

activity.  

  


