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Leadership Edition 

 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS AND 
EVENTS 
June 30, 2009—Columbian 
Award Application Due (SP-7) 
June 30, 2009—RSVP Application 
Due #2863) 
July 1-2009—Report of Council 
Officers (Form #185) due to 
Supreme & Staet Office 
July 1, 2009—Per Capita Tax & 
Catholic Fund &Advertising 
Fund Levies 
July 10-12, 2009—Midsunmer DD 
Meeting @ Bloomington 

Volume 17, Issue 24             Official Publication of  MINNESOTA STATE COUNCIL KN IGHTS OF COLUMBUS     
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By:  H. Eugene Hippe, State Deputy 

 
It has been a good year…but it is not over yet and it can get better.  
Our convention in May was a great success.  Next years convention 
will be at the same location. 
 
We are revising the guidelines for hosting the state convention and proposals from 
councils will be reviewed at the mid-summer meeting in July.  Council’s 
interested in hosting the 2011 convention should contact our Administrative 
Assistant for a copy of the revised guidelines after June 15th. 
 
We still need around 200 members, after suspensions and withdrawals, in order to 
end the year as a growth year.  60 councils still have not recruited a member this 
year.  We need the help of all councils this month.  One of my legislature 
friends told me the two biggest voting blocks in the state are the teachers with 
70,000 members and the Knights of Columbus with 44,000.  It is important to be 
able to say we are a growing organization at a time when other organizations are 
loosing members.   
 
If only two new members are recruited and the Form 100 is sent to Supreme this 
month, this will be the best growth year we will have had in the past 19 years.  If 
you don’t have a 1st degree team, contact one of the councils with a team in your 
area.  Don’t forget to recruit from your Former Member and Inactive Insurance 
list.  There are about 8,900 names on the former member list and 3,300 on the 
inactive insurance list.  Wow, wouldn’t that make a difference if we could just 
bring back 4-5% of those men! 
 
I’m not through with being State Deputy until June 30th.  Please stay active 
with me and help make this a banner year.   

Midsummer District Deputy Meeting 
District Deputies and state staff are asked to mark their calendars for July 10-12, 
2009 to attend the Midsummer District Deputy Meeting in Bloomington.  
Information about the meeting will be sent out in the near future.   

Form #185 & #365 
 

Form #185, Report of Officers 
Chosen—is due to the 
Supreme Office & State Office 
by July 1, 2009. 
 
Form #365, Service Program 
Personnel Report —is due to 
the Supreme Office and State 
Office by August 1, 2009. 
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By:  Joe Konrardy, State Warden 

�����������		�
��
By:  Father Ron Hubery, 

State Chaplain 

Fall Classic Final Report 
By:  Robert Hazelton, Chairman 

 
Several new areas supplied volunteers for the 
first time this year. Owatonna sent 18, 
Rochester 28 and Cannon Falls provided 13.  
We appreciate their efforts and hope they’ll be 
back next year.  
  
Roseville & Waverly Councils have been with 
us every year since the beginning, as have 
many other individuals.  We are deeply grateful 
for their dedication. 
 
Thank you too, to the District Deputies who 
provided us with the majority of volunteers 
from the metro area.   Working together is the 
reason for the success and growth we’ve 
experienced. 
 
The date for this year has been set for Nov.13-
15, 2009. 
 
In closing, please help keep this event 
operating.  We need your support through the 
Tootsie Roll program - increasing your 
contribution would be appreciated.  It costs 
almost $60,000.00 to fund this activity.  Please 
be generous.   Thank you.   
 
It would be wonderful to see volunteers from 
out state areas this year.  Perhaps a group could 
be formed to come for the weekend. It would 
be a weekend  in the cities, not only to support 
athletes from your area, but also be participants 
in this marvelous event.  As I’ve said before, 
once you’ve been involved, it stays with you 
forever.  Come see for yourself! 

The months of May and June bring change 
each year.  God’s gift of life is seen all 
around us with seeds turning into foot tall 
stocks of young corn, flowers abound 
everywhere and often this is the time of the 
fraternal year where the “old guard” is 
preparing to hand over the gavel to the new 
guard as a new Grand Knight steps into his 
recently elected chair.  But wait, not so 
fast!  Remember when you took on this 
new role?  You had to have a lot of help 
from Trustees and other Past Grand 
Knights to make this transition.  Remember 
those things you didn’t know and the 
things that they didn’t tell you?  Now is the 
time to sit down with the newly elected 
Grand Knight and spend time sharing the 
wealth of knowledge you have gained.  
The same goes for all the other chairs 
within your Council.  We can only get 
better by sharing our experiences. 

As you tell your council’s new Grand 
Knight (or new FS) about the email system 
the state has established, please share with 
him your old password.  Better yet, show 
him how to access the email system and 
have him make the appropriate changes.  
Several have told me that they would like 
to just access their email box weekly or so 
to get any messages.  That’s fine except it 
might not be often enough.  If you are not 
going to forward messages I would suggest 
that you check it at least 3 times a week, if 
not daily. 

Most of us forward emails to our own 
personal email addresses from the KC 
email system.  In doing so, you can delete 
the message in your own email box but it 
does not delete it in the KC email system.  
The system has a limit per box and in total.  
If you receive too many email messages, it 
will stop forwarding until you delete old 
emails in your KC email box.  Some of you 
have hit that limit.  All it takes is going into 
your KC email box and deleting old 
messages.  You accomplish this process the 
same way you went in your KC email box 
to change your password or set up your 
forwarding.  For those can not remember, 
the instructions are at our web site 
www.mnknights.org under the newsletters 
section.  This is most important when we 
change Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, or 
District Directors.  Please, take time and do 
your spring cleaning right now.  Then mark it 
down to do once a quarter there after. 
 
Congratulations to all the winners of State 
Awards.  The convention is a great time to 
see the outstanding work done by this great 
group of over 44,000 Catholic men within 
our state.  It is exciting to see what we can 
do working together towards the goals that 
have been set by our Founder, Father 
McGivney.   

Check out our web-site: 
www.mnknights.org 

State Convention Notes 
By:  Craig Larson, Editor 

 
 
Your new state officers will be: Gene 
Hippe, Immediate Past State Deputy, Father 
David Maciej, Ricardo Acevedo State 
Deputy, Craig Larson, State Secretary, Joe 
Konrardy, State Treasurer, Jim Terwedo, 
State Advocate, and Ray Wojtysiak, State 
Warden. 
 
Knight of the year for 2009 is: Jim Decker 
of council # 11460 in Rochester. 
 
Family of the year for 2009 is:  Don & 
Delores Molitor Family of council # 5344 in 
Cold Spring. 
 
More information regarding the 2009 State 
Convention will be in the July issue of the 
Knightly News. 
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By:  Ray Wojtysiak, State Program Director 

 
This will the last article that I will be writing 
as your State Program Director. It has been  a 
rewarding 3 year experience for me. I look 
forward to serving you in the future as your 
State Warden. I expect that you will treat the 
new program director with the same 
compassion you have shown me. 

 
FORM FILING INFO!! 

I would remind you of the importance of 
completing and submitting your form #185 
(election of officers) as soon as you can after 
your elections. Your State Directory is 
compiled from the data received on this 
form. You may file this report online and use 
the State Deputy’s email address 
(statedeputy@mnknights.org)  or mail a copy 
to the administrative office listed on the front 
of this newsletter and remember to send a 
copy to your DD. The original is sent to the 
Supreme Office in New Haven. This form 
should be filed by July 1, 2009. The next 
form to be filed is the #365 (Appointment of 
Directors and Committee Chairmen). This 
form needs to be filed even if all of the 
positions are being filled with the same 
people as last year. Send this form to the 
same places as the #185. The due date for the 
#365 is August 1st, 2009. You should also be 
planning for your semi-annual Audit which 
is due by August 15th, 2009. You will have 
now completed all required forms until 
December 1, 2009, when the Mid Year 
Questionnaire will be due! 
 
I would feel remiss if I did not mention the 
joy that brought tears to my eyes in seeing 
the large number of members and families 
that made the commitment to stay and attend 
the Sunday Convention Mass! What better 
way is there to show our support of our 
clergy than to stay to attend their portion of 
the convention proceedings? Think about 
how our Chaplain and Associate Chaplain 
were around to participate in the rest of the 
convention and waited patiently for their 
time to come at the very end. I thank  Fr. Ron 
and Fr. David for such a sensational ending 
to a very rewarding and exciting 108th  State 
Convention. Let’s take the energy from this 
convention and  build our programs and 
membership to a greater level in 2009-2010. 

As I conclude my year as State Chaplain I am 
filled with much praise and thanksgiving for the 
blessing to have served you in this position.  In 
the words of St. Paul to the Romans 1:8, “I give 
thanks to my God through Jesus Christ for all of 
you because your faith is heralded throughout 
the world.”  I thank God for the ways you 
witness great faith and holy service in the 
Knights and for the Catholic Church.  Pope 
Benedict, on June 19, 2009, will declare this 
upcoming year the year of the priests.  May your 
great service in support of priests continue and 
may God let His face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you for your support of me as your 
chaplain 
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Monsignor Patrick McDowell of the Duluth 
Diocese died May 19 at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Duluth at the age of 81.   Msgr. McDowell 
served as State Chaplain for the Minnesota 
Knights of Columbus 1999-2000. 
 
Msgr. McDowell was praised as a “giant 
advocate for the poor.”  He was instrumental in 
developing the 24-hour Holy Innocents 
Adoration Chapel at St. Mary Star of the Sea 
Church in downtown Duluth.  Stop to see it! 
 
He will always be remembered for his wit by 
many Knights.  Blessed be his memory! 
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KNIGHTLY NEWS 

Date    Location   1st Degree  2nd Degree  3rd Degree Host DD      Phone # 
06/06/09      St. Bernards/Thief River Falls   10:30 a.m.—Dist. 9 12 noon—Lourdes Korzendorfer Robert Buresh       218-681-7204 
 
If you wish to host or have requested a major degree and do not see it here, please contact Dave Whatmuff, Director of Ceremonials (763) 420-4995, e-mail 
KCDegreesMN@gmail.com.  If you plan to bring candidates to any exemplification, contact the host DD with the number of candidates via e-mail 
(DDxxMNKnights.org).  To see a complete schedule of degrees, check the state web-site at www.mnknights.org.   
   
 

EXEMPLIFICATION SCHEDULE 

Let’s Go  
Camping 

 
 

Everyone is invited to the Fifteenth Annual 
Minnesota KC Camporee.  This year the 
event will be at the Lakeshore RV Park in 
Ortonville on August 28-30.  The entire 
family will enjoy the events scheduled.  Be 
prepared for Bunko, horseshoes, kid’s games, 
music, and dancing.  There will be a Rosary 
and Mass on Saturday. 
 
The resort has paddle boats, train rides, 
bumper boats, mini-golf, and an arcade.  
There are a number of motels nearby for 
those who don’t camp but want to be in on 
the fun.  You may contact the RV Park at 1-
800-936-7386 or at:  
www.lakeshorervpark.com. 
 
For information on the Camporee, contact:  
Dan Gerold at 952-445-1652 or via e-mail at:  
jangerold@hotmail.com. 
 
It is not too early to register for 
some Family Fraternal Fun! 
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Marc Peters, M-R Fund Raiser Chairman 

 
As I am doing this article, I have just come 
back from the state convention.  It was nice 
to see a full house Saturday & Sunday and to 
see the large representation of the councils.   
 
As of Thursday night of the convention, we 
had 62% of the councils turn in their funds.  
Thanks for your attention to this important 
matter.  The other 38% need to get this 
wrapped up now. 
 
Many of you talked to me about your results.  
There appears to be some discrepancies of 
what you sent in and what is reported.  Please 
review the results sheet that comes back to 
the council.  If you believe this is in error, 
talk to Joe Konrardy, State Warden, as he 
does the accounting for this program.  Or you 
can give me a call and I will help you out.  
Once you get your checks, HAND THEM 
OUT!  Don’t hold them until fall. 
 
It’s been my pleasure to be your chairman for 
this important project.  I thank SD Gene 
Hippe for letting me serve in this capacity.  

 

June Grand Knight  
Things to Do 

 
Schedule and hold a First Degree 
Conduct Election of Officers 
SUBMIT FORM 185 BY JULY 1 
Submit Roundtable Report 
Submit RSVP report 
Submit Columbian Award Application 
Request date for Installation of Officers with 
DD 
Work with new GK to have a smooth 
transition. 
Plan activities for the new year. 
Remember your Dad 

As I write this, I just finished processing the 
first packet of MR (Tootsie Roll) checks. I 
wrote out nearly $20,000 of checks to the 
recipients of the funds. I can’t help but think 
of the time and work required to raise this 
money. I remember my two hour shift at the 
grocery store and the dollar bills and change 
that were put in the bucket by young and old 
alike, each helping in their own way. I also 
think of the people who will benefit from 
these funds and how we are trying to make a 
difference in their lives.  
 
Think about how long we have done some 
programs in our councils. Many council 
activities have been going on for many years. 
We have been doing the MR Drive for 29 
years now. In the past 29 years, just think of 
how many people have had their day 
brightened by eating a Tootsie Roll and think 
of the thousands of people whose lives have 
been made better by this program and the 
millions of dollars it has raised, to them 29 
years is forever. 
 
Council reimbursement checks from the 
State Convention will be coming soon. 
 
It has truly been a pleasure to serve as your 
State Treasurer for the past two years and I 
look forward to serving as State Secretary. 
Please call or email me if I can help you or 
your council in any way. 
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By:  Craig Larson, State Treasurer 
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On June 30 the term of our State Chaplain, 
Fr. Ron Huberty ends and Fr. David Maciej 
begins his term as State Chaplain. We don’t 
yet know who will be our Associate State 
Chaplain. Our State Council is very fortunate 
to have had such faithful and dedicated 
spiritual leadership in the past and this year 
was no exception. The two State Chaplains 
attend all state council meetings and the 
majority of the State Council events. This 
requires them to find substitutes for their 
weekend duties and to plan for the everyday 
duties of parish work while they are away. 
Sometimes, this is no small task with the 
shortage of priests. 
 
July 1 also is the time when many Parish 
Priests are reassigned and take over duties at 
a new parish. Please take time to thank your 
Council Chaplain, (whether he is moving or 
not) for the prayers, efforts and support he 
has given to your council. Also, as KC 
members we should be among the first to 

Final Call — 
KC Day at the Dome 

 
Minnesota Knights of Columbus Day at the 
Dome will be on June 21, 2009.  The Twins 
will be playing the Houston Astros. 
 
Tickets may be obtained by contacting: 

Jim Burkhart 
KC Day at the Dome 

1219 Oakcrest Avenue 
Roseville, MN  55113 

 
or call 651-675-8389 for more information. 
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Councils who have not yet submitted a 
donation to the Pennies for Seminarian Fund 
or Jim Campbell Fund can still mail them in 
to State Secretary/State Deputy Elect Ricardo 
Acevedo at P. O. Box 2653, LaCrosse, WI 
54602.   
 
Pennies for Seminarians does exactly what it 
says—assists each Diocese in Minnesota 
with financial aid for seminarians. 
 
The Jim Campbell Fund is distributed to each 
Diocese equally with funds received.  The 
purpose of this fund is for further education 
opportunities for priests and religious.   
 
Every dollar counts.  Send yours in today! 

Summer Activities 
 

While planning your summer 
activities with friends & family, 
keep safety at the forefront.  It’s 
a great time to recruit a Knight 
as well while enjoying their 
company! 
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E. Central  & NE   Metro Area    
Jim Szczech, General Agent  Dale Robinson, General Agent 
2 Second Avenue S., Suite 145  3881 Highland Ave. 
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379   White Bear Lake, MN  55110 
PH:  320-252-7173   PH:  651-757-4400 
 
Southern MN    W. Central & NW 
Aaron J. Jelinek, General Agent  LeRoy Mathern, General Agent 
PO Box 1018    1903 Aga Drive, Suite 550 
Prior Lake, MN  55372   Alexandria, MN   56308  
PH:  952-358-0568   PH:  320-763-8228 
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For these we pray: 
 
Albany #3628 
  Donald Beuning 
Anoka #2018 
  David H. Kopecky 
Blaine/Coon Rapids #5141 
  Stephen Votruba 
  Michael Klaers 
Bloomington #3827 
  James Bennett 
  Donald Dessin 
  Timothy Gleason 
  Edward W. Knutson 
  Joseph J. Joyce 
Buhl #5612 
  Enrico T. Castagneri 
Chisholm #3539 
  Rev. Raphael Sesek 
  John A. Pustovar 
Cold Spring $5344 
  John H. Taplett 
Crystal #3656 
  Einar R. Peterson 
  Cloud A. Fasching 
  Richard Finke 
  Deacon James C. Dondelinger 
Duluth St. Lawrence #6783 
  Virgil Herold 
Grand Rapids #2840 
  Gerald J. Schedcik 
Farmington #2400 
  Kenneth A. Gerten 
Ivanhoe #4912 
  John M. Kaczrowski 
Kimball #11345 
  Fr. Bernard Schreiner 
Lakeville #8367 
  Lawrence W. Ryan 
Montgomery #1573 

  Francis A. Holtz 
Morgan #5541 
  Bernard Kalkoff 
Pierz #3982 
  Raymond A. Lucking 
Richmond #8303 
  Edwin Torberg 
  Clarence Gertken 
Sauk Centre #4863 
  Roman J. Ebensteiner 
  Edmund A. Schultzetenberg 
Silver Bay #4469 
  John W. Burger 
South St. Paul #3659 
  Clarence E. Lamb 
  Peter M. Jacvitch 
  Donald Kustritz 
St. Odilia #9598 
  Phillip J. Haine 
Waconia #2506 
  Warren F. Wolf 
  Rueben Aretz 
  Donald J. Krautbauer 
  James B. Connors 
Wayzata #3758 
  Leo P. Jordan 
West St. Paul #4184 
  Joseph S. Gangl 
  George R. Patton 
 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARIES: 
Please submit names of dedceased 
members to: 
Bill Hoffman, Fraternalism Chair 
100 North Cordova Avenue 
LeCenter, MN   56057 
Phone:  507-357-6179 
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By:  Tom Grinnell,  
District Master 

 
 

Ole Glory, Long May She Wave!! June 14th is Flag Day and June 21st 
is Father’s Day.  Two memorable days this month! Have you ever 
thought about our Founding Fathers and what they might think of 
today’s society?  Not so much of the technical wonders of the past 222 
years but the change in the values of society. What is society 
advocating today that might make grandpa and grandma lift an eye 
brow?  Could it be the way our children present themselves in school? 
Could it be permissive parents?  Could it be a society not responsible 
for their actions?  Could it be a lazy culture dependant upon 
government?  Could it be a government that believes the people work 
for the government instead of the government working for the people?  
And how will our grandchildren look upon this generation?  That 
chapter of history is still in process. Are we as Catholic American 
Citizens and Knights of Columbus doing our part to stand up for the 
liberties afforded us by our Forefathers and the morals afforded us by 
our Grandfathers? What does the word Catholic mean to you?  Do we 
as Knights of Columbus have a Catholic patriot responsibility to our 
country?  Join us October 17th in Marshall, MN for the Fall Fourth 
Degree Exemplification. 
 
Yes Ole Glory, Long May She Wave, over the land of the Free and the 
Home of the Brave. May you have a Happy Fathers Day; may God 
bless you in your efforts to build His kingdom and may He continue to 
bless America.   
 

A New Beginning 
By:  Berry Hobbs, State Membership Director 

 
In the year that I have had the privilege to serve as your State 
Membership Director, I have embraced Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson’s notion that “We have nothing less than a moral 
obligation to offer every eligible Catholic man the opportunity 
and privilege of membership in our Order….”   
 
Being a Knight is embracing a way of life that is based on four 
incredible principles.  It is being someone who has the where-with-
all to step forward and ask, “May I invite you to an open house and 
share with you and your family the benefits of being a member of 
the Knights of Columbus?” 

 
Recently, I had the good fortune of observing a very interesting 
moment in the life of a council in my home town.  Having moved 
from a club to a parish setting, the council had some difficult getting 
up and going; however it never gave up.  Not able to hold a March 
Membership Blitz, they conducted a blitz on the first weekend of 
May.   With the support of the priests, with a beautiful pulpit 
announcement, and with a display area properly manned, the 
membership team stepped forward.   Membership in our Order was 
offered to those eligible gentlemen as they left the church.  The 
results were so amazing.  Several Form 100s were completed, 
twenty-two referral cards were completed, and several wives told the 
team to signup their husbands.  This membership team knows the 
vision that Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has for our Order. 
 
The State Membership Director embraces four basic areas:  
membership, ceremonials, retention, and round table development.  
State Ceremonial Chairman David Whatmuff was asked to chair and 
direct our ceremonial program, and he did such a sterling job.  Not 
only did he attend many of the ceremonials, but he assisted at many 
of them.  Our ceremonial program is much healthier and getting 
better each day.   
 
State Retention Chairman John Tanaka brought leadership’s 
attention to the need of preserving our number one asset, 
membership.  Through his review of records and conversation with 
several councils across the state, we made some inroads in this area.  
State Round Table Chairman Charles Ernst graciously stepped 
forward to work with the Round Table program.  He contacted many 
local councils asking them to consider the development of a Round 
Table or two.  He asked all to consider the notion that a Round Table 
not only serves the Church but also provides a real means of 
membership growth.  I appreciate the time and leadership given to us 
by these very capable men. 
 
Membership drives programs, and programs drive membership.  All 
across Minnesota, local councils are doing incredible things for Holy 
Mother Church and for the Mystical Body of Christ.  Some 
programs will win an award or two, but most will not.  The 
important thing is that we must never cease serving others, and to 
serve others we must have help.  We must ask, ask again, and ask 
again.  In asking we find those who will walk with us on this journey 
of service.   

Attention Councils:  Send Form #185—Report of Officers Chosen 
to Minnesota KC Office—-Due Date:  July 1, 2009 
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The Minnesota Knights of Columbus would like to thank Dave 
Neeser who has retired as a General Insurance Agent for his many 
years of service to Minnesota Knights & families. 
 
Appointed as General Agent for East Central and Northeast 
Minnesota is Jim Szczech.  Jim has worked as a field agent for the 
Neeser Agency for many years.  Congratulations Jim & welcome! 


